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FOREWORD

On November 1, 1966, in a canyon near the boundary of the
Angeles National Forest, California, a flareup on the Loop
Fire overran the Forest Service's El Cariso "Hot Shot"
Crew, burned to death 10 firefighters and inflicted critical

to minor injuries on ]2 others. One of these critically injured
men died at the Los Angeles County General Hospital on
November 6. Three members of this crew and a Forest
Service Division Boss were in the upper part of the disaster
canyon and were not injured.

This tragedy occurred on the southeast corner of the Loop
Fire in the lower end of a '""chimney'" canyon. The area in
which the men were trapped was about 30 feet wide and 200
feet long. The lead man of the El Cariso Crew, Gordon King,
was within 300 feet of the end of Los Angeles County Fire
Department's bulldozer fireline at the time the fire flared up
and made its run.

1. Killed in action in line of duty

Name and Age Position in El Cariso Hot Shot Crew
Barnhill, Kenneth - 19 Crewman
Chee, Raymond - 23 Crew Boss
Figlo, John P. - 18 Crewiman
Hill, Joel A, - 19 Crewman
Moore, Daniel J. - 21 Crewman
Moreland, James A. - 22 Crewman
Verdugo, John D. - 19 Crewman
Waller, William J. - 21 Crewman
White, Michael R. - 20 Crewman
White, Stephen - 18 Crewman

2. Critically or seriously injured in line of duty

Bowman, Steven R. - 23 Crewman
Chase, Patrick D. - 19 Squad Boss
Chounard, Robert S. - 18 Crewman
Cosgrove, Edward P. - 22 Crew Boss
Danner, Frederick E. - 18 Crewman



King, Gordon H. - 32 Superintendent

Leak, Richard A, - 19 Foreman

Shilcutt, Carl J. - 26 Crewman (Died in hospital
November 6, 1966}'

Smalls, Joseph - 24 Crewman

Smith, Gerald K. - 19 Crewman

Spady, Glen M. - 22 Crewman

3. Slightly injured in line of duty

Burchett, Warren P. - 32 Assistant Superintendent

4. Uninjured or out-patient examination and treatment

Moore, John H. - 23 Foreman
Parshall, William U. - 19 Crewman
Seewald, Rodney S. - 19 Squad Boss

Position on fire
Regular Forest Service Job

Westmoreland, William C. - Division Boss Tujunga Ranger
29 District, Fire Prevention
Officer, Angeles National
Forest

The Office of the Chief, U. S. Forest Service, was notified on
the cvening of November 1 as soon as the Angeles National
Forest and California Region determined positive facts about
the disaster,

On the morning of November 2, Chief of the Forest Service,
Edward P, Cliff, appointed a Fire Analysis Group to study
this disastrous fire. (Appendix A) He directed the group to
make a thorough and comprehensive analysis of the circum-
stances and situations relating to this tragedy: to get the
facts - what happened, how and why; to study and evaluate
these facts and formulate sound conclusions and recommendations
as te how could the final outcome, or any of the occurrences
or situations leading up to it, could have been avoided. Above
all, the group was to follow every possible lead and determine
how we can tighten up our safeguards to prevent a similar
disaster in the future. Appendix B explains the group's
organization and procedure.



THE LOOP FIRE

Following is a reconstruction of the Loop Fire including control
action,

1. General Description

The Loop Fire started at 5:19 a,. m,, November 1, 1966, from
a faulty electric distribution line within the Department of
Army's Los Pinetos Nike Site on National Forest Land under
special use permit., Santa Ana winds of up to an estimated
60 miles per hour were occurring at this time. Before being
controlled at 1 p.m. on November 2, the fire burned 2,028
acres with a nine-mile perimeter. (Appendices C & D)

The burned area was within the Tujunga Ranger District,
Angeles National Forest, and on adjoining land protected by
Los Angeles City Fire Department and the Los Angeles County
Fire Department. The fire started on an exposed ridge top at
the head of Loop Canyon and spread rapidly down to the Urban
Area between the Pacoima Dam and the Olive View Sanitarium
in the mouth of Wilson Canyon. This area was designated as
Division "C'". (Appendix E)

The City and County forces had responsibilities for fire suppres-
sion in Division "C'"., For a time the Veterans Administration
Hospital, Olive View Sanitarium and residences along the front
were threatened. Evacuation of threatened installations was
accomplished in an orderly manner. People returned soon after
the fire was secured along this front.

Personnel and equipment were furnished by Los Angeles County
Fire Department to help the Forest Service on other Divisions
of the fire even though they were fighting another major fire
.near Chatsworth.

During the morning the fire repeatedly threatened installations

at the Nike Site. These fire runs were met.and controlled with
no fire damage to any of the structures. Prior hazard reduc-
tion work by the Army - especially brush clearance at the request
of the Forest Service - assisted in preventing destruction of



facilities. Some bad moments were experienced when Army
personnel didn't have room in the silo for a Nike missile stored
above ground and which would explode at 120° temperature.
This problem was finally solved by the Commanding Officer
moving the missile underground on the elevator.

Total forces to control the fire included 880 men, 62 tankers,

6 tractors, 5 helicopters and 7 air tankers. All of the workers
doing line construction were members of trained organized

fire suppression crews. These included 6 "Hot Shot'" crews,
Porterville crews (80 men) and Job Corps (60 men) employed
by the Forest Service and 7 Camp Crews of Los Angeles County
Fire Department,

The estimated suppression cost of this fire was $76, 000. Total
watershed damage was $468, 204.

2. Control Action

The fire was discovered at 5:19 a. m. November 1, 1966,
immediately after ignition by the Lookout Observer at
Mendenhall Peak and she reported by radio at 5:20 a.m. to
the Little Tujunga and Bear Divide Stations. Initial attack was
at 5:36 a.m. First reinforcements arrived at 6 a.m. and by
that time others were on their way to the fire.

At about 6 a.m. the fire's potential was recognized by Tujunga
District Ranger, Jesse J, Barton, and William R, C. Beaty,
Staff Fire Control Officer for the Angeles National Forest.
Los Angeles County and City Fire Departments were im-
mediately notified and took appropriate action, Ranger Barton
and Tujunga District Fire Control Officer Hugh Masterson
utilized the forces arriving on the fire and held it at the Nike
Site. Barton was Fire Boss until relieved by Beaty at 8 a.m.
He and Masterson directed opérations working the north and
east lines and they held the north edge along the Santa Clara
fuelbreak. Meanwhile, Barton assigned Tujunga District
Prevention Officer William C. Westmoreland to the east line
as Division Boss.

Beaty advised Barton at about 8 a.m. that he was taking over
the fire as Fire Boss and assigned Barton to inventory all forces



and their placement and then to work with the Plans Chief upon
the latter's arrival. Barton was not rated as a Class ] Fire
Boss. (Appendix F)

Beaty had previously verified with Masterson that: (1) the

. west side of the fire was approaching an area burned in 1962;
(2) the south side would be taken care of by Los Angeles County
and City Fire Departments; (3) 2ll Forest Service effort was

to be expended on the north and east sides of the fire. Beaty
appointed Masterson as Line Boss and cautioned him not to let
anyone get in front of the fire (training on the Angeles emphasizes
safety in cold-trailing - '"keep one foot in the burn'). Beaty and
Masterson continued Westmoreland as Division Boss on the
east line. (Figure 1) The north edge of the fire was held on
the Santa Clara fuelbreak east to Pre-Attack Plan A30.

(Figure 2) A tractor line was constructed to A31 and held.
Control on the remainder of the west was obtained through light
fuels in the 1962 burned area down to Olive View Sanitarium,
County and City crews were holding the south edge of the fire
as it backed down to their hose lines and bulldozer line.

By 2 p.m. County crews were approaching the southeast corner
of the fire with their line. Previously at mid-morning, Fire
Boss Beaty noticed the wind slacking off and ordered a lead
plane and 5 air tankers to work on the east line and slow the
spread to east. Bealy appointed Hite as Liaison Officer with

the County forces and he arrived at the County's Command

Post near the southeast corner of the fire on the Pacoima Canyon
Road at 2 p.m.

Meanwhile, Line Boss Masterson and Division Boss Westmoreland
with "Hot Shot'" crews were building line on the east edge of the
fire, moving south from the Nike Site. With the exception of a
few'slop-overs, the fire was holding along the ridge to a point
about 40 chains below Contractor's Point or about to Pre-Attack
Plan A45. The big slop-over near Contractor's (A43) was held
by the Chilao "Hot Shot" crew and two County crews ajded by 5
helicopter tankers. The Dalton "Hot Shot" crew arrived about
noon and the Del Rosa "Hot Shot" crew about 1 p.m. “Division
Boss Westmoreland assigned the Dalton crew to construct line
south from the Chilao crew. When the Del Rosa crew arrived,
Westmoreland had them go down ahead of the Daton crew and





